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INSIDE JEWISH HUNGARY & ROMANIA
JDC Entwine Insider Trip for College Students
In Partnership with American University 
March 12-19, 2017

Join JDC Entwine & AU Hillel for a Spring Service Experience in Hungary & Romania

NOTE: ITINERARY IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Hungary Today: Hungary is home to some 120,000 Jews making it the fourth largest Jewish population in Europe, and JDC has a long history working inside its borders. In the aftermath of World War I, JDC responded to the dire needs of Jews ravaged by hunger, disease, and war. Since World War I, JDC has offered assistance to Hungarian Jews during the darkest days of World War II, in the communist era, and now in the aftermath of communism’s fall. The country held its first multiparty elections in 1990, and in the last 20 years, has developed a market economy and joined the European Union in 2004. The transition to a market economy was welcomed on the world stage but its effects were not all positive. Elderly Jews—many of them Holocaust survivors—were particularly hard hit in this new economy and found themselves unable to meet their basic needs on a fixed income. JDC works in Hungary to provide social services to the neediest, expand Jewish renewal and outreach activities, and promote community development.

Romania Today: Romania is home to some 10,000 Jews. The country became part of the Soviet bloc following World War II and suffered greatly under its long-time communist dictator, Nicolae Ceausescu, who left the nation in dire economic straits when he was overthrown and executed in December 1989. JDC returned to Romania in 1967 with a large-scale relief operation mounted in response to the effects of chronic poverty on some of Romania's most at-risk communities. Working with the Jewish community, JDC established the Children in Need program, which provides food, medicines, and school supplies to needy children. JDC's other relief efforts include: cash and medical assistance, meals-on-wheels, home care, and other services for aging Holocaust survivors, support for the Rosen Home for the Aged, Jewish summer and winter camps and other Jewish community life activities for families, and a Day Center for the Aged. JDC is also committed to growing and strengthening a new generation of local community leaders through a variety of leadership programs for young adults. 

Day One: Sunday, March 12: Depart to Budapest

Morning           Depart to Budapest

Day Two: Monday, March 13: Arrive to Budapest

Afternoon       Arrive to Budapest

Check-In to the Hotel, & Lunch 
		
	Walking Tour of Jewish Budapest Including the Dohány Synagogue 

	Visit to Balint JCC & Briefing from the Director of Strategic Partnerships, JDC Europe & the Director of Balint JCC and Educational Director for Szarvas Camp

The Balint Jewish Community Center has, since 1994, become a true hub for Jewish activities in Budapest, offering a wide range of events, clubs, courses, and cultural programs for all age groups and segments of the community. In recent years, the center has attracted a greater number of people through its innovative, diverse programming. A resource center and a Jewish home, the Balint serves as a focal point for many Jews seeking to discover and express their Jewish identity. Examples of ongoing programs and events include: Children’s Play Center, Bi-weekly Hora Dancing, Language classes, Art, Computer Room, Fitness Centers, Film Club, Weekly Shabbat Services, Lectures, Special Holiday Celebrations, and more.	

Evening 	Service Project: Dancing Activity with special needs adults

		Dinner with JDC Staff at Café 400	


Day Three: Tuesday, March 14: Budapest, Hungary

Morning	Breakfast at the hotel 

	Depart from hotel

	Service Project: Activities at the Benjamin Kindergarten 

	Visit the Holocaust Museum 

Afternoon	Lunch at Spinoza Cafe

The Spinoza Cafe is located in the old Jewish Quarter and is surrounded by the three great synagogues in Budapest - Dohány, Kazinczy and Rumbach. 

	Social Welfare in Hungary: Briefing with the Associate Director of JDC Welfare Programs in Hungary 
The provision of welfare services to elderly Holocaust survivors continues to be a major area of services provided in the community, supplemented now by the assistance rendered to younger Jews in need through the Jaffe Jewish Family Service. As a result, more than 5,100 Holocaust survivors are able to meet their essential needs, and 940 children are benefiting from comprehensive social services.
		Service Project: Visits to Elderly and Children 

Evening	Group Service Learning & Reflection Session #1

Throughout our trip, we will have time to take a step back to reflect on our experience and the Jewish values that inform our work through a series of Group Reflection Sessions.

		Time to freshen up at the hotel

	Dinner with Local Young Leaders 

Optional Night Out in Budapest 

Day Four: Wednesday, March 15: Budapest, Hungary

Morning	Breakfast at the Hotel

	Visit Heroes' Square and Andrassy Avenue

	Service Project: Participate in activities with the residents at the Ujpest Home for the Aged and the Sela Home for adults with special needs. 

The Ujpest Home for the Aged serves elderly Jewish residents, many of whom are Holocaust survivors. The Sela Home was established in 2003 by the Ujpest Home in an adjacent facility and offers special services for the developmentally disabled. It provides its 35 residents, aged 35 to 60, with a safe Jewish environment and a warm haven where they can stay for the rest of their lives. We’ll visit with residents of both Homes, brightening their day with our smiles and company.	

Afternoon	Lunch 

		Souvenir Shopping	
	
		Tour of Buda Castle 

		Group Service Learning & Reflection Session #2

Evening	Interactive Activity with Szarvas Madrichim 

The International Jewish Youth Summer Camp in Szarvas, Hungary, was established in 1990 by JDC and the Ronald S. Lauder Foundation with the aim to create an international Jewish experience for Jewish youth in east and central Europe.  Since then, the camp has grown beyond its original goal, today hosting 2000 youngsters from more than 20 different countries each summer, among them Romania, Russia, Former Yugoslavia, Turkey, India, Israel and more.

The Szarvas camp is a unique informal education arena, which exposes its participants to an unparalleled Jewish experience through its cultural, linguistic, and Jewish diversity. The camp’s program blends a challenging Jewish educational program revolving around a central theme with recreational activities such as arts and crafts, Israeli folk dancing, swimming, sports, canoeing and more. The camp is led by an international educational staff, and as such it serves as a platform for the development of Jewish communal leadership for the participating communities. Its unique international and Jewish atmosphere makes Szarvas a home for many of its participants. 

		Dinner with Szarvas Madrichim

		Optional Evening Out with Szarvas Madrichim

Day Five: Thursday, March 16: Hungary to Romania

After experiencing the community and Jewish life in Budapest, we will now move into the second half of the program in nearby Romania, a Jewish community one-tenth the size of Hungary’s! 

Morning	Check-Out & Breakfast at the Hotel 

	Depart the Hotel for Romania 

Afternoon	Check-In to the Hotel

Timisoara is the capital of Timis County, in western Romania. One of the largest Romanian cities, with an estimated population of 311,586 inhabitants in 2010, and considered the informal capital city of the historical region of Banat, Timisoara is the main social, economic and cultural center in the western part of the country. 

It is also known under the name of ‘Little Vienna’, due to the very long period it was under the Habsburg Empire. The buildings in the center of the city have been built in the Kaiser era. Timisoara is home to year-round musical and theatrical performances, art galleries, museums and a buzzing nightlife. Timisoara was the first European city to introduce horse-drawn trams in 1869.Timisoara was also the first city in Europe and second in the world after New York, to use electricity to illuminate its public streets. Additionally, Johnny Weissmuller, Hollywood’s original Tarzan, was born here.
Between the two World Wars, Timisoara had a Jewish population of 13,000, with large and beautiful Synagogues, Jewish Schools, and very important local personalities. Now in Timisoara there are only 600 Jews registered in the community but they have a tight-knit, vibrant Jewish life.

	Lunch & Welcome by JDC Romania Director and the President of the Jewish Community of Timisoara

		Walking Tour of Timisoara

Evening	Group Service Learning & Reflection Session #3 

	Dinner & Traditional Romanian Festivities with Jewish Community and Peers

Day Six: Friday, March 17:  Romania

[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]Morning 	Breakfast at the Hotel

Service Project: Program with the children at the Hansel & Gretel Orphanage in Buzias

Buzias is a town in Timis County, in western Romania with an estimated population of 7,738. 

The “Hansel & Gretel” orphanage is a place that mainly accommodates siblings from big families, in order to keep them together. A strong relationship exists between this orphanage, the local Jewish community, and the JDC. 

Afternoon	Lunch

	Free Time

Evening	Return to the Hotel to Prepare for Shabbat 

		Pre-Shabbat Activity

	Kabbalat Shabbat Services 

	Shabbat Dinner at the Timisoara JCC with Community Members

Day Seven: Saturday, March 18:  Romania

Morning	Breakfast at the Hotel

	Optional Shabbat Services 

Afternoon	Shabbat Session by the Local Community 

	Shabbat Lunch 

		Free Time 

Evening	Final Group Service Learning & Reflection Session 

Havdalah, Dinner & Celebration with Community Members

	Return to Hotel to Check-Out  

Day Eight: Sunday, March 19: Romania to US

Morning	Depart for Airport
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